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BETTER USE OF LIGHT BULBS 

ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2011 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2417 
proposes to repeal bipartisan, common sense 
lighting efficiency standards signed into law by 
President Bush in 2007. These technology 
neutral standards simply call for efficiency im-
provements of 25 to 30 percent above tradi-
tional incandescent bulbs and are broadly sup-
ported by industry, environmental groups and 
consumers alike. 

Mr. Speaker, lighting accounts for approxi-
mately 19 percent of our total electricity use. 
So the potential for energy savings in the light-
ing sector is substantial. In fact, when these 
new lighting efficiency standards take effect in 
2012, they will save the average American 
household over $100 a year in lower electricity 
bills, negate the need for 30 large power 
plants and avoid approximately 100 million 
tons of carbon pollution, which is the equiva-
lent of taking 17 million cars off the road. 

Proponents of this bill falsely claim that 
these new standards will somehow eliminate 
incandescent bulbs or restrict consumer 
choice. In reality, major manufacturers includ-
ing GE, Philips and Osram Sylvania are al-
ready manufacturing a number of bulbs—in-
cluding incandescent bulbs—that meet the 
new efficiency standards. Additionally, these 
improved standards have drawn new entrants 
into the market, like North Carolina-based 
Cree, whose innovative LED products are cre-
ating jobs right here in the United States and 
giving consumers more choice, not less. 

Mr. Speaker, the traditional incandescent 
bulb was invented over 100 years ago. We 
should no more turn back the clock on lighting 
efficiency than we should return to the days of 
ice boxes and the horse and buggy. This is 
fundamentally backward looking legislation 
that should be soundly rejected. 
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TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE RICARDO 
M. URBINA 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Judge Ricardo 
Manuel Urbina for his distinguished career and 
long outstanding service to his community. 

Over the course of his career as an NCAA 
track and field champion and Georgetown Uni-
versity honors graduate, he distinguished him-
self as an athlete and a scholar. In the early 
years of his life, Judge Urbina was frequently 
recognized for his exceptional athletic achieve-
ments which included his running in the 1968 
Olympic trials. After receiving his law degree 
in 1970, he continued to break barriers with 
every stride further earning a stellar reputation 
as a trial lawyer, academician and tenacious 
advocate for the fair and equal administration 
of law. 

In 1981 President Reagan appointed him to 
the DC Superior Court. Thirteen years later, 

President Clinton appointed Judge Urbina to 
serve on the United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia where he currently 
presides after thirty years of service on the 
bench. 

I am inspired by Judge Urbina’s steadfast 
commitment to the law and strict adherence to 
the highest ethical standards. Numerous law-
yers, judges, and Latino leaders have had the 
privilege to be mentored by Judge Urbina and 
have benefited from his counsel and guidance. 
He has inspired a diverse network of people to 
strive to reach their fullest potential and pur-
sue their dreams. 

Judge Urbina’s career exemplifies not only 
notable legal accomplishments and a long his-
tory of achievements in every arena of en-
deavor, but also a man’s tireless efforts to im-
prove the line of succeeding generations. Mis-
ter Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to con-
gratulate Judge Urbina for his thirty years of 
service on the bench, to wish him the best as 
he assumes senior status and to recognize 
the many contributions he has made to the 
administration of justice. 
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HONORING MAUREEN AUBÉ 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the accomplishments of 
Maureen Aubé of Auburn, Maine. 

Maureen is the recent recipient of the Jim 
Phillips Award bestowed upon her by United 
Way of America. The Jim Phillips Award is 
given to an individual who exemplifies the mis-
sions, visions and values of the United Way. 
Jim Phillips served United Way in numerous 
capacities over the years: marketing com-
mittee, campaigner, board member and board 
chairman prior to his death in 2002. The 
award is now given to one whom exhibits a 
character of compassion that is visible 
throughout his or her business, personal and 
family life. 

I have had the honor to know Maureen per-
sonally, and she more than meets these 
standards. The United Way of America defines 
community impact as ‘‘mobilizing communities 
to create lasting changes in community condi-
tions that improve lives.’’ Maureen does just 
that. She has been a long-time volunteer with 
United Way, serving 4 terms on the Campaign 
Cabinet, as well as advocating for those in the 
National Guard and working on community re-
vitalization and service projects through the 
Elks Club. 

In addition to serving on the Androscoggin 
County Chamber of Commerce, Maureen is 
also a volunteer for the Public Theatre, the 
L/A Film Festival and the Regional Plan Advi-
sory Committee. She also serves on the Ben 
Hayes Support Fund Committee. 

Maureen has left a lasting mark on 
Androscoggin County and the state of Maine. 
On behalf of the people of Maine, it is with 
pride that I congratulate Maureen for her ex-
cellent work. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Maureen Aubé on the receipt of this 
award and in thanking her for her dedication 
to the people of Maine. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 526, I voted ‘‘yea,’’ when I intended 
to vote, ‘‘nay.’’ 
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HONORING PAUL SPANIOLA 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
Paul Spaniola for his 83rd year as the owner 
of Paul’s Pipe Shop in Downtown Flint. Paul’s 
Pipe shop is a local landmark and has resided 
in the same location for over 48 years. 

Paul was born in Owosso, Michigan on Jan-
uary 29th, 1913. At the age of 15 he opened 
his original location in Morrice, Michigan. 
Shortly after, in 1930, he moved the shop to 
Swartz Creek. In 1948 he moved to Flint’s 
Downtown District, where he resides to this 
day. 

Paul is a world renowned pipe smoker and 
his reputation precedes him in the competitive 
pipe smoking community. Paul is the only per-
son to win the International Association of 
Pipe Smokers World Championship six times. 
He won his first championship in 1951 smok-
ing for over 68 minutes, again in 1966, 1970, 
1973, 1977, and his last in 1992 smoking for 
over 98 minutes. 

Through his travels as shop owner and 
world champion, Paul was able to smoke a 
pipe with many interesting people and celeb-
rities. One very notable occasion came about 
when he was asked to teach Susan Hayward 
how to smoke a pipe for her role in ‘‘The 
President’s Lady.’’ Others include Charles 
Stewart Mott, Billy Martin and Gov. G. Mennen 
Williams. As well as maintaining his shop and 
winning championships Paul is involved in 
many local charities and community organiza-
tions. 

Paul is known for his pipe shop but he is 
more than that. He is a devout Catholic and 
family man. Paul married Leona Merrill and 
had 11 children. In 1978, Leona passed away. 
Several years later, he married Doris Bloss 
and she had 3 children. All together, Paul has 
14 children, 47 grandchildren, 74 great grand-
children and 10 great-great grand children. 

Mr. Speaker I would like to congratulate my 
friend Paul Spaniola on his 83rd years in busi-
ness and his commitment to the downtown 
area. 
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HONORING DR. DAVID BURR 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is with great sad-
ness that I join the friends and family of Dr. 
David Burr in mourning his passing earlier this 
week. 
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